Erewash Borough Council Leisure Pass scheme
Eligibility criteria for a concessionary leisure pass
Applicants must be:
· Over 18 years of age unless otherwise stated
· Meet one of the criteria listed below

	The applicant:

	Notes
	Evidence we need to see

	(1)   An Erewash Borough Council Foster  Carer 
Foster carers, their fostered children and their own children, resident in Erewash are eligible for a Leisure Pass.


	A Foster Carer can use their Leisure Pass to take part in swimming and gym FREE of CHARGE as an individual. 

Please make sure you record all gym sessions as this will be recharged @ the concessionary rate (currently £3.00 - 2008/09) per session to Derbyshire County Council (DCC) on a quarterly basis.  

All gym inductions are, again, FREE of CHARGE but should be recorded at the usual fee which will be claimed back from DCC quarterly.

All other activities you must charge the Foster Carer the appropriate fee for the activity.

	· Identification Badge issued by Derbyshire County Council. 
· Approval form from Derbyshire County Council’s looked after children team. 
     Telephone: 01629 532014
· They can use the Leisure Pass to bring the children they foster and their own children to take part in an activity.



	(2)   Looked After 

       Children


	Looked after children resident in Derbyshire are eligible for a Leisure Pass.
	· Approval form from Derbyshire County Council’s looked after children team. Telephone: 01629 532014




	The applicant:

	Notes
	Evidence we need to see

	(3) Disabled Young

     People        

     17 – 24 years    

     and their

     carer / buddy


	Disabled young people aged 17 – 24 years are eligible for a Leisure Pass; AND their carer can take part in swimming and gym FREE of CHARGE. 
Please make sure you record all gym sessions as this will be recharged @ the concessionary rate (currently £3.00 - 2008/09) a session to Derbyshire County Council on a quarterly basis.  

All gym inductions are, again, FREE of CHARGE but should be recorded as the usual fee will be claimed back from DCC quarterly.

The carer or buddy must remain with the disabled person throughout the activity and must be assisting them.


	· Approval form from Derbyshire County Council’s looked after children team. 

     Telephone: 01629 532014



	(4) Care Leavers 

      aged 17 – 24 

      years


	Care Leavers aged 17 – 24 years resident in Derbyshire are eligible for a Leisure Pass and can use their Leisure Pass to take part in swimming and gym FREE of CHARGE. 
Please make sure you record all gym sessions as this will be recharged @ the concessionary rate (currently £3.00 - 2008/09) a session to Derbyshire County Council on a quarterly basis.  
All gym inductions are, again, FREE of CHARGE but should be recorded as the usual fee will be claimed back from DCC quarterly.


	· Approval form from Derbyshire County Council’s looked after children team. 

     Telephone: 01629 532014



	(5) Young people 

      in supported 

     accommodation
	Young people in supported accommodation can only be referred by the Borough Council’s Housing Options Team Leader.  Eligible for a concessionary leisure Pass. 
Please note: people in supported living are entitled to FREE swimming in any public session.
	· Referrals directly from EBC Housing Options Team. Telephone: 0845 907 2244 extension: 3590
· Completed Statutory Homeless & Supported Accommodation Residents approval Form



	The applicant:

	Notes
	Evidence we need to see

	(6) Homeless 

      People


	Homeless people can only be referred by the Borough Council’s Housing Options Team Leader.

Please ask any people who identify themselves as homeless to contact the Borough Council’s Housing Options Team on 0845 907 22 44 extension:3591

Please note: Homeless people are entitled to FREE swimming in any public session.
	· Referrals directly from EBC Housing Options Team

· Completed Statutory Homeless & Supported Accommodation Residents approval Form


	(7) A person with a 

     disability
	
	· A letter confirming disability from the Benefit’s Agency, Doctor or relevant Health Professional; Blue Badge holder; Registered blind; war pension’s mobility supplement 

	(7) Parents of 

     disabled 
     children
	
	· Parents receiving disability living allowance on behalf of a child are eligible for a Leisure Pass, if they are also receiving one of the benefits in this list, in their name, for themselves. 

· If they are only receiving disability living allowance on behalf of a child and are not receiving any other benefits they are not entitled to a Leisure Pass.


	(8) Carer or ‘buddy’

     attending with a 
     disabled person
     of any age

	A carer or buddy is the same thing – the important fact is that the disabled person would not be able to take part in the activity without the help of the carer or buddy throughout the activity.  

The carer or buddy must remain with the disabled person throughout the activity and must be assisting them.

If a carer or buddy helps a disabled person to get to the centre but then takes part in the same activity but separately or in a different activity then the carer must pay the appropriate standard price.


	· A carer or buddy helping a disabled person to take part in an activity gets free admission to ALL activities, not just those that are included in the Leisure Pass Scheme.

· This applies to all carers of disabled people, regardless of whether the disabled person has a Leisure Pass or not.   



	The applicant:
	Notes

	Evidence we need to see

	(9) Job Seeker’s 
      Allowance
	Applicant must be over 18 years old.
Unemployed 

Two types:

1. Means tested – income based 

 YES are eligible for Leisure Card

2. Contributory – 

NO not eligible for Leisure Card


	· Their current ‘award letter’ from the Benefit’s Agency – this states whether benefit is ‘income based’ or ‘contributory’.  This letter is given out at the start of the entitlement but does not have an end date, so it is not proof that they are still being paid the allowance.   Therefore the letter needs to be dated within two months of the date they are applying for the leisure card.  

· If the date is beyond two months then the customer can call the Enquiry Help Line at the Job Centre Plus on 0845 608 8506 and ask for a new letter of entitlement.

	(10) Income    

       Support
	Applicant must be over 18 years old.
Includes:

· Carers

· Disabled 

· Single parents

· Sick and unable to work 

· Child tax credits

Means tested

Targets those on lowest income working less than 16 hours a week 

·  The customer can call the Enquiry Help Line at the Job Centre Plus on 0845 608 8506 and ask for a letter of entitlement.


	· Their current ‘award letter’ dated within six months.  They will receive an uprating letter every April.  Alternatively you can accept any other correspondence from the Department for Work and Pensions that is dated within six months of their leisure card application that confirms their payment.  The situation of people claiming income support is less likely to change over a period of time, therefore this award letter is acceptable proof.    OR
Their current ‘award letter’ from the Inland Revenue only for people receiving above the minimum award for child tax credits (this is currently @28.1.09 £545.00).  It will state on their award letter the amount they receive, anyone receiving more than this amount is eligible for the leisure card.                                     

	The applicant:
	Notes

	Evidence we need to see

	(11) Pensions 
       Credit 
	On retiring, people previously claiming income support are transferred to Pensions Credit.

Two types:

Guaranteed credit: YES are eligible for leisure card

Savings credit:
NO not eligible for leisure card.

N.B. Some people may  have a combination of both types – they are eligible for a leisure card


	· Their current ‘award letter’ dated within 6 months of their leisure card application.   This will state what type of Pensions Credit they are claiming. Their Pensions Credit award is given for 5 years but they will get a letter uprating the amount of benefit at least every year in March and this gives a breakdown of their entitlement and states whether they are receiving Guaranteed Credit or Savings Credit.
· The customer can call Pensions credit on 0845 606 0265 to get an updated letter at anytime.


	(12) Incapacity 

        Benefit; 

or

(14) Care 
       Allowance
	Applicant must be over 18 years old.

	· Their most recent ‘award letter’


If the letter states that the recipient’s condition is permanent or words implying such then in the opinion of the Benefits Agency the person will never recover from the condition and will be entitled to benefits for the rest of their lives.  Therefore, the date of the letter is irrelevant as long as you are satisfied the person applying for the leisure card is the same as the named person on the letter.  If you are unsure you can ask for additional proof of identity.



	(13) Disability 
        Living 
       Allowance 
Or

(13) Severe 
        Disability 
        Allowance
	Applicant must be over 18 years old.

Disabled people who need care or attention.

The applicant must be the disabled person and in receipt of the allowance.
	· Their most recent ‘award letter’ 


This condition is unlikely to change, therefore, their most recent award letter is acceptable.

	The applicant:
	Notes

	Evidence we need to see

	(15) Unemployed 
       school leaver 
       between
      16 and 18 years
	An unemployed school leaver is eligible even if his/her parents are employed.
	· Document or letter from Connexions.



	(16) Unemployed 
        asylum seeker
	
	· Official identification from the Home Office.

	(17) A European 
       Volunteer

	
	· A letter confirming they are on the EVS scheme.

	(18)  Active Service

        Member


	
	· Their Military ID card which will have a photo, their rank and service number and date of birth.


Other Categories & Information:
	The applicant:
	Evidence we need to see



	60 years+
*People 60 years + on the old ‘passport to leisure’ scheme will be written to explaining their new entitlement.  
	People 60 years+ were included in the old ‘passport to leisure’ scheme. 
This category is not included in the new concessionary price band of the new Leisure Pass scheme.
However, all people 60 years + who hold a ‘facility for leisure’ card at the time the new Leisure Pass scheme is introduced, are entitled to continue to claim the concessionary price for a period of one year from the introduction of the new scheme. At the end of this period their status will be reviewed on a means tested basis.  
They will also be entitled to free swimming until 31 March 2011.
To claim under the old 60+ category they must produce all of the evidence below:

· A letter stating that they were in receipt of the old ‘passport to leisure’ scheme*
· Another form of ID that contains a photograph.


	Working Family Tax Credit
	Not eligible


Dependants eligible for a Concessionary Leisure Pass. 
Up to four extra passes can be issued, at no additional cost, to an adult applying for a Concessionary Leisure Pass if all the following criteria are met:

	· they are over 16, unemployed or claiming one of the eligible benefits listed above
or
· they are under 16 and are financially dependant on the lead applicant

	· you must see proof of this benefit – use the proof requirements listed above

· Extra passes are not available for under 16s if one of the parents/guardians are working, as the children are classed as being dependant on that adult and not on the adult claiming benefit.  If there is a second adult in the house, you must ask for proof of their status or any benefit they are claiming, before issuing dependent cards to under 16s.  Any other adult in the house must meet one of the Leisure Pass scheme criteria listed above.



	· they live at the same address and are resident in Erewash 

	· ask for proof of their address

	· the lead applicant applies for these dependant passes at the same time as they purchase their own Leisure Pass card

	· dependants cannot be added to the Leisure Pass at a later date

	Summary of proof required to issue dependant cards

· proof of address (in Erewash) for main applicant and all dependants

· proof of benefit for main applicant – must be on eligible list above

· proof of benefit for any other adults living at the same address – must be on eligible list above, regardless of whether they are being included on the card or not.




